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of the provision of telecommunications serv-
ices pursuant to Department of the Treasury
specific licenses.

George W. Bush

The White House,
March 12, 2002.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on March 14.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Australia-United
States Social Security Agreement
March 12, 2002

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to section 233(e)(1) of the Social

Security Act, as amended by the Social Secu-
rity Amendments of 1977 (Public Law 95–
216, 42 U.S.C. 433(e)(1)), I transmit here-
with the Agreement Between the Govern-
ment of the United States of America and
the Government of Australia on Social Secu-
rity, which consists of two separate instru-
ments: a principal agreement and an admin-
istrative arrangement along with a paragraph-
by-paragraph explanation of each provision.
The Agreement was signed at Canberra on
September 27, 2001.

The United States-Australia Agreement is
similar in objective to the social security
agreements already in force with Austria,
Belgium, Canada, Chile, Finland, France,
Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Korea, Lux-
embourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Por-
tugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, and the
United Kingdom. Such bilateral agreements
provide for limited coordination between the
United States and foreign social security sys-
tems to eliminate dual social security cov-
erage and taxation, and to help prevent the
lost benefit protection that can occur when
workers divide their careers between two
countries. The United States-Australia
Agreement contains all provisions mandated
by section 233 and other provisions that I
deem appropriate to carry out the purposes
of section 233, pursuant to section 233(c)(4).

I also transmit for the information of the
Congress a report prepared by the Social Se-
curity Administration explaining the key
points of the Agreement. Annexed to this re-

port is the report required by section
233(e)(1) of the Social Security Act, a report
on the effect of the Agreement on income
and expenditures of the U.S. Social Security
program and the number of individuals af-
fected by the Agreement. The Department
of State and the Social Security Administra-
tion have recommended the Agreement and
related documents to me.

I commend the United States-Australia
Social Security Agreement and related docu-
ments.

George W. Bush

The White House,
March 12, 2002.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on March 14.

Remarks at the Inter-American
Development Bank
March 14, 2002

Thank you all. Sientese. Gracias, Enrique.
It’s about time you invited a President here.
[Laughter] It’s about time one accepted.

Thank you for the energy and leadership
you bring to the challenge of global develop-
ment. I’m honored to be at the Inter-Amer-
ican Development Bank, which has done a
lot of good in our hemisphere over the last
40 years. I appreciate your work, and I’m
proud of your accomplishments.

Along with many of you, I’ll be in
Monterrey, Mexico, next week as leaders
from around the world focus on the impor-
tant work of reducing global poverty.

I’m here today to announce a major new
commitment by the United States to bring
hope and opportunity to the world’s poorest
people. Along with significant new resources
to fight world poverty, we will insist on the
reforms necessary to make this a fight we
can win.

As you can see, I’m traveling in some pret-
ty good company today: Bono. [Laughter]
We just had a great visit in the Oval Office.
Here’s what I know about him: First, he’s
a good musician; secondly, he is willing to
use his position in a responsible way. He is
willing to lead, to achieve what his heart tells
him, and that is nobody—nobody—should be
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